
HONORING OUR PAST, SECURING OUR FUTURE
In 1943 the Clinton Engineer Works was established in East Tennessee with 
�R�Q�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����S�U�R�G�X�F�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���H�Q�U�L�F�K�H�G���X�U�D�Q�L�X�P���I�R�U���D�Q���D�W�R�P�L�F��
�E�R�P�E���W�R���K�H�O�S���H�Q�G���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,�����7�K�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�����������������S�D�W�U�L�R�W�V���L�Q���2�D�N��
�5�L�G�J�H���D�Q�G���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���T�X�L�F�N�O�\�����$�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���Q�R�Z���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�K�H��
�<���������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���&�R�P�S�O�H�[�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H��
�S�U�L�P�D�U�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���L�W�V���U�R�O�H���K�D�V���V�K�L�I�W�H�G���G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H��
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,�����W�K�H���&�R�O�G���:�D�U�����D�Q�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��
�P�R�G�H�U�Q���H�U�D����

�7�R�G�D�\�����<���������L�V���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�V�V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�����S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G��
�V�W�R�U�D�J�H���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���Y�L�W�D�O���W�R���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S�V��
�S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�I���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���R�I���P�D�V�V���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R��
�H�Y�R�O�Y�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�I���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�³
�O�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���8�U�D�Q�L�X�P���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���)�D�F�L�O�L�W�\�³�W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�D�E�O�H���<���������W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���I�D�U���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H��

�<�������·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���E�H�J�D�Q���Z�K�H�Q���J�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�D�V���E�U�R�N�H�Q���I�R�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��
�%�H�D�U���&�U�H�H�N���9�D�O�O�H�\���L�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������,�Q���D���V�K�R�U�W���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H���V�L�W�H���Z�D�V���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�X�V�W�O�H���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�Q���D���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H����
�,�Q���M�X�V�W���������P�R�Q�W�K�V�������������V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J������
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W�V���D�V���O�D�U�J�H���D�V���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���À�H�O�G�V�����$�W���L�W�V���Z�D�U���W�L�P�H��
�S�H�D�N�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������������H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���Z�H�U�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�����7�K�L�U�W�\��
�P�R�Q�W�K�V���D�I�W�H�U���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�J�D�Q�����<�������·�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�R��
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���/�L�W�W�O�H���%�R�\���D�W�R�P�L�F���E�R�P�E�����I�X�H�O�H�G���E�\���X�U�D�Q�L�X�P���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G��
�D�W���<�����������Z�D�V���G�H�W�R�Q�D�W�H�G�����,�W���K�H�O�S�H�G���O�H�D�G���W�R���W�K�H���L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���V�X�U�U�H�Q�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H��
�(�P�S�L�U�H���R�I���-�D�S�D�Q�����E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,���W�R���D�Q���H�Q�G����

�$�V���J�O�R�E�D�O���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���J�U�H�Z���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�R�O�G���:�D�U�����<���������S�O�D�\�H�G���D���N�H�\���S�D�U�W���L�Q���W�K�H��
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�U�P�R�Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���F�O�R�F�N���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q���V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��
�W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H
T�H�F�W�L�Y�H���G�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�W�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���:�R�U�O�G��
�:�D�U���,�,�,�����6�L�Q�F�H���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,�����<���������K�D�V���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\��

Y-12: SERVING THE NATION FOR 
MORE THAN 75 YEARS
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2010
The Highly Enriched Uranium 
Materials Facility is dedicated with 
more than 1,000 visitors in attendance

2020
Conceptual design and cost range 
approved for a new Lithium 
Processing Facility on the site of 
the former Biology Complex

‘50s

‘60s

‘70s

‘80s

‘90s

‘00s

‘10s

‘20s

1954
First batch of thermonuclear parts 
is assembled and shipped from Y-12

1967
Y-12 produces “moon boxes” for 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration to return 
lunar-surface geological samples 
to Earth

1972
Y-12 begins “stockpile surveillance” 
disassembly to study e�ects of 
aging in nuclear weapons

1988
Work begins to build propulsor 
prototypes for the Navy’s Seawolf 
submarines, the site’s most 
complex prototype project ever

1992
First nuclear weapon disassembled 
for storage at Y-12

2007
Y-12 National Security Complex is 
designated the National Nuclear 
Security Administration’s Uranium 
Center of Excellence

2014
The National Nuclear Security 
Administration combines Y-12 and 
Pantex operations under a single contract

1994
Y-12 leads a team that recovers and 
airlifts enriched uranium from 
Kazakhstan to United States 
(Project Sapphire)

2018
Formal construction begins on the 
Uranium Processing Facility’s main 
nuclear buildings

2022
The Uranium Processing Facility project 
achieves “in the dry” status, meaning all 
buildings are fully enclosed by a roof 
and walls

2021
Construction begins on the Oak Ridge 
Enhanced Technology and Training 
Center featuring a 35,000 sq. ft. 
simulated nuclear and radiological 
activities facility and a 40,000 sq. ft. 
emergency response training facility
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�Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P���H�Y�H�U���G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G���D�Q�G���K�D�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H�G���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��
�Z�H�D�S�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����������\�H�D�U�V��

�<���������F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���L�W�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
�D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���2�D�N���5�L�G�J�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���Y�L�F�W�R�U�\���L�Q���E�R�W�K���Z�D�U�V����
�D�O�V�R���O�H�G���W�R���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�����D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���W�K�D�W��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���O�L�I�H���W�R�G�D�\��

Y-12 HISTORY

Y-12 OVER THE YEARS

URANIUM CENTER OF EXCELLENCE


